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REDUCE THE HARM   
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LIQUID FREE BASE
METHAMPHETAMINE

FOUND IN ‘GHB’ SAMPLE

14 MARCH 2025

START LOW,
GO SLOW

TEST IT BEFORE
YOU TAKE IT

POSSIBLE OVERDOSE?
CALL 000

EFFECTS

A CLEAR SYRUP-LIKE LIQUID expected to contain GHB, was instead found to contain liquid free base
methamphetamine. In this form, it isn’t safe for any consumption method.

The purity of the free base methamphetamine was 85%.

What does this mean? Unlike crystal methamphetamine, free base methamphetamine isn’t designed to be
vaporised, smoked, swallowed, injected or ingested in any way.

In this form, it’s an irritant to skin, eyes, mucous membranes, the upper respiratory tract and veins. If you come
into contact with liquid methamphetamine you should seek urgent medical advice. 

If someone was expecting to consume GHB (a depressant) and unknowingly consumed liquid
methamphetamine instead, the potential for accidental overdose would be extremely high. In addition to being
an unexpected substance this particular sample was very high purity, 
at 85% free base. 

Unexpected methamphetamine consumption effects can include 
a racing heartbeat, increased blood pressure, agitation and confusion. 

Unexpected consumption of liquid methamphetamine at such a high 
purity could cause more acute symptoms regardless of the consumption method. 
These could include chest pain, difficulty breathing, seizures, and if swallowed or inhaled, nausea 
and vomiting and severe irritation.

While it’s not unusual for CanTEST to test liquids that are expected to contain GHB, the unexpected test
result of liquid methamphetamine at such a high purity poses a significant health risk if consumed
unexpectedly, which is why we are releasing this community notice.

USING GHB? TRY A 
SMALL TEST DOSE FIRST


